a thief avoids fingerprints if possible, a murderer washes hit
hands, a schoolboy tells a lie. Those are facts, too, evidence o)
the truth. But it is not this kind of obvious truth I mean. Tht
material truth, the physical truth, has always several aspects. mA
house looks different from the front and the back^ an accident from
right and left, but the spoken word differs only in right or wrong.
What I may call the immaterial truth of the spoken word cannot
possibly be taken from you. The existing truth, heard by yow
own ears or recorded in black and white and read by your own
eyes, can never be argued away. Therefore I quote and therefore
I say that quotations and nothing but quotations are facts, in the
sense of the word you are looking for"

"But, please, tell me, Clio, can there be different truths ?
Can one truth contradict the other ? What am I to believe ?3 *

"What you are to believe is up to you. As far as I am
concerned, I have only to answer your questions. The rest is a
matter for you99

Clio turned over the leaves of the book of history.

"Here are thousands and thousands of quotations," she said,
"more than you need for your questions to be answered. All of it
documentary evidence of what the present rulers of Germany
have told their listeners and readers from time to time, recorded at
the very moment when the words were spoken, printed in their
own papers. If that is not evidence of what Nazism really is,
then I dorft know what could be. Even Dr. Goebbels must be
proud or envious of my collaborators, all prominent Nazi
witnesses of the Nazi truth, beginning from His Master's voice
down to the last Nazi sparrow chirping his 'ready to wear9
slogans of the Nazi creed. Here, in this book of history, you
Won't find even a single refugee as contributor, not a single
'atrocity tale* as contribution. Nothing but genuine quotations
from those responsible for what, at the moment, they wanted
peopk to believe. If you wish to hear their opinion, or rather their
maty and changing opinions, please ask me your questions.9'

"At first I would like to know what the leaders themselves

to tell about the astonishing consistency of that strong
man. . . ."

Tw said 'astonishing9, and, perhaps, you will see astonish-
Look here . . ."
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